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Old Man And I've got a signed photograph of him. His
advice was always good. His genius was immeasurable. But
it’s over, girls.

Curtain.

Shop Assistamt We slavcs never complam, young man.

3 'Shop Assistant (i the Old Mam) The dmnands of my

" Old Woman Do you think this i isn’t smart enough’r’ What
- do you thmk, Tony?

- 'Shop Ass.zstamt I'll show you a more sober one: we’re
.- -not limited to just one siyle i this shap. (He leoks for another
~ fabiic) Nowadays bright colours are in fashion, but they

a.lready emsted in Sophocles’s day.

~ have an immediate impact and then you get bored with it.

_. Old Man - You're not a yourg.girl any more, Neptuma
.. And it’s not that I'm complaming. - _

Act Three

Clothes shop in a neighbourhood on the outskirts of the city. On stage
the Old Woman, th¢ Old Man, the Daughter and the Shop
Assistant. The counter is covered in fabrics of all colours.

Shop Assistant (serving behind the camter) This material is
ideal for a cheerful guest; you can’t deny it. Feel it, it’s
lovely. If people wore this kind of material, there wouldn’t
be so many wicked individuals in the world. -

Daughter _ [ think it could be too light.
Old. Woman You mean it won t d6?

Old Man {referring to the Shop Assmmnt) Don t be 50
fussy with the young gentleman '

Old Woman I’d love to wear lots of nbbons

female customers play a role I'always defend.

Da.ughter Could you show us a more sober one? -

Old Man Whatever you want, Nepturia, but hurry up.

old Womm (ta the Daughter) Dad you hear that?
Daughter The point about all this is that it shouldn’t
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Shop Assistant What do you all think of this colour?
Old Woman Ill look like a round temple in the middle

of a town square.

Shop Assistant Madam, it’s high quality, like all of the .
selection in this shop. _

Old Woman It looks like wool to me.

Old Man Maybe it is, maybe it jsnit.

Shop Assistant So, you don’t like this one, elther?’
Old Woman I don’t know. What do you think, Lolad -

Shop Assistant Have you ever held this kind of matetial
in your hands? This material isn’t wnworthy of anybody. (To
the Old Mamn, who is keepung out. qf iy Look at 1t, young man,

look at it. . e

Old Man Me? Everythmg looks symmetncal to me
Shop Assmstam‘z Did you say synzlmetrmalp ; _' .
Daughtter How much is this one?

Shop Assistant By the metre? I'll help you work i out
(To the Danghter.) Is the dress for you, Miss?

Old Man Good gracious, she’s already married: -

Shop Assistant T'm sorry! Is the dress for you, Ma,daxp'-’ 5

Damghter No. It’s someone else 5 wedding. ary

Shop Assistant (t the ol1d Man and the Old Wo:nmx)
Yours, ma@be"’

Old Man . Yes, that's nght young man. That’s what i

we've decided to:do. Haven’t we, Neptumia? -+ -~ .. »= =7 %
O1d Woman (leoking al the fabm) :Yes, of course. WhaE do -

youthmkoflt,Lola? 2 hns. A

Shop Assistant 1 can see you've Come mthout any
preconceived idea of what oo want, 3 et £ 5

Act Three 63

Old Woman We just want to see different samples.
Don’t we, Lola?

Daughter Of course, Mrs Neptunia.

Old Woman Goodness gracious, don’t call me ‘Mrs’
please! Can’t you see it makes me look old? That’s not what
I need now. You aren’t allowed to call me ‘Mrs’. My son
has never called your father ‘Mr” since yml th ma.rned We
have to be: ofi familiar terms. ~

Shop Asslsm.nt (kzughs Of course; some axes a.fe'lethal
aren’t thgy'r‘ | it :

Old Woman Well what do you think of tlus matenal"
Does it suit me? 5

Daughter Maybe it should bc a bit darlee:r?

Old Woman You mean even darker? You want to make
‘me feel old. Just remember, yhites fatber must look like thﬁ

2 king of the Greeks next to me.
Sllop Assistant Bravol (He aﬁplaudr)
= 'Old Man Don t say such thmgs Neptuma

Old Womm Goodness gracmus why can’t IT’ It's what I

k= thmk And I'm proud of it
Daughter How much is a mctrc'r' i

Shop Assistant Let's see: t]ms one is 2 hundred and fifty

. pesetas.

Old Woman D1d you say one hundred and ﬁﬁ:y? No, no.

-Then, show us another darker-one, as Miss Madam says..

Shop Assistant (takes out another ﬁxbnc Look: we've also

_ got this. It’s as s pretty as the ghost of the night.

old Woman Il lock like a wotman taken from a cart to

" “be sacrificed.

' Shop Assistant There’s other business to attend to.
. .This material is the same as the one we've got in the shop
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window, at the top of the column. It’s a quality fabric.
Living without any honour is ignominious. Sophocles says

so.
Old Woman You know, I don’t like having enemies.

Shop Assistant You won’t have any disasters with this
material.

Old Woman "Thank you. We havc noble hearts,
Shop Assistant I tell you, I don’t doubt it, Madam.

Old Wornan What do you think, Lola?‘ Wlll this materml - '

make me look too old?

Daughter I thmk the best would be a fabnc between thls

one and that one. L

Shop Assistanit I.fy‘ou want to see what it looks hke on
you. . , . (He unfolds a few melres of the fabﬂc, and the Old
Womanmztonher)You see? :

Old Woman - You were right, L()la Don t you have
something in between? 1

Shop Ass:stant 'I'hcn, you want thls one. (He takes 0“‘ i

another fabtic. )
Daughter 1 hke it:

Old Woman Yes; wnh this one I i look more hke myself
won’t T, Tony"' Rt

old Ma.n s up to you, it’s up. to: you

Shop Assistant (rgﬁrrmg fo the pdegf - fabrics he has on the -
counter) -Qh! It looks like there s been a storm on th.s
Countel' ".

old Man You re nght young man, you ‘re right,

old Womn (tke wonen are uttergy abiarbsd by the fabnos) ‘Do :

you mean, that

Daughtel’ I hke i* better than the other one.
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0O1d Woman (f the Shop Assistant) And won’t it shrink
when it’s washed?

Shop Assistant Why should it shrink? We don’t cheat
our customers, Madam. Believe me, you won’t regret
buying this material.

Daughter What do you think, Neptunia?

Ol1d Woman (afler a pause) 1 don’t know Why,‘ bﬁt Pon'mot
altogether satisfied with it. R  msidpned)
Shop Assistant (Zooksatthe old Mm) PO TR

01d Maa (aszde) We can’t do anyt}ung, that’s the way
thmgs are .

: Old Womm ]Do you Lke it, T ony?' N
. Old Man. Of course ][ do, Neptunia: very much!

Shop Ass:smnt Behcve me, this material has Just

.arrwed The acnon begms with you.

Old Man (assde) | understand the pomtlon you Te m,
young man, : et

Shop Assnstant (mde) At might, 1 clream I’m conquermg
Troy.

0Qld Woman (r@"mmg ta the fabm) I don t know what I’ll
look like when it’s a dress.

Daughter' Liké a ';:_[uécn
_‘Old Woman ~ The solution is for you to show 1 us one wﬂh
-a pattern.

.Shop Assistant Very goad, Madam. {A.suie to the old

Mani.y It’s enough to try the patience of a saint! |
Old Man I understand you, but we can’t do anythmg )

Old Woman I'm sorry about thls young man: we won't
belong: - : :
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Shop Assistant Thank you, thank you! (He goes and looks
for the sample.)

Old Woman (fo the Old Man) They’ve got quality
material here, haven’t they?

Old Man Oh yes!

Old Woman But to be Completely sure, | have to see’
things with my own €yes.

Daughter - Compared with other shops, they’ve got twice

as much here..

Shop Assmstant (shows them the sample Iw kas been lookmg fof) -

Look at this one. As'pretty as a we]l—told story.
Daughter Yes, yes, we are all mtnesses to that.

Old Woman And is 1t as pretty abmght as it is durmg the
day'r‘ ]

Shop Assistant This wﬂl light up your face.

Old Woman That’s not the best thmg for me: it’'ll show _
up my wrinkles.

Shiop Assistant Tt's just a saying. T mean, you'll forgct all
your problems, because this material is always perfect for
special occasions. It’s like the prelude to a dream. :

Old Weman Poor old me, ycs I'll look so smart} -

Shop Assistant Look how carefully it’s been woven.
Look' Feel it! It's been brought here in secret by an oracle

Old Woman (fv the Daughter) . What do you thmk, Lola?
Shali we go back?

Shop Assistant - Don t go back, now you're here. ___"._

Old Wommn You don t need to be afraid of our pnde,
young man.

Old Man = Of course not!
Daughter And how much is this one"‘

“Shop Assistanit -
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Shop Assistant Twice the price of the other one.
Old Woman What? That’s outrageous!

Shop Assistant [ know what I'm saying, Madam. Twice
as expensive, and next week perhaps three times the price.
Can’t you see all prlces are going up° Life is a peaceful
shipwreck. - :

Old M[an That ’s what’s Wrong, tha’; ’s what’ s wrong\ ;.
Shop Assnstant Beliéve me, ' all for people hvmg

“together. But I don’t mind i it’s a double fight. We all know
. Sophocles was a general. |

Old Man " I can see, my young man, that 'you’re a -
dedicated. Sophoclean ,

Shop Assistant ‘Oh, yes, st And what’s more, that’ s my
name. Robert Sophoclean Drill, at your service. I never .

. miss a historical film. Have you ever seen The Gentaurs gf
- Numancia? -~

- Old Man  No, I haven’t.

" Shop Assistant  You should, it's well worth it. I¢s the
* story of a sacred temple restored by slaves for their ~~ -
 fatherland. The ending is really tremendous,

Old Man It’s made up, Mr Sephoclean.

“Shop Ass;stant The heroes go mto action and they

never SUIICI](}C]‘

. Old Woman (who was waiting for the Slmp Assxstant o .ffop
dalking) On the other hand, we’re completely sure we don t
warnt the first one you showed us. I want the green-one. -

.ShoPAsmstant The greénone? -~~~ - - -

OldWoman Yesmrthegreenone

Da.uglxter Neptuma, I think you should buy thc tlurd one
he showed us. ™ -

Did you say the. third one? -
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Old Woman No, I don’t want it.

Daughter The grey one suits you better: you’ll soon get
tired of the green one.

Old Woman And why should I pretend, 1f I like the
green one best?

Shop Assistant This happeﬁé a]l thc time, ladi -I :
Old Woman [I’d stake my life on the green one : A ho¥t
0Old Man Do what she says: [ t.‘nmk the glri is rlght ROEEE

Old Woman Why_ don’t you give me a chance?. - ;'
A Customer entérs slowly and remains on one side of the stage. .

Old Man (f¢ the Old Woman) My child; don’_t _be liké b

that!

put your oar in!

Old Man I've told you what [ thmk

old Woma.n Neither of you cares what I want!
Daughter Don’t be like that, Neptunial

Old Man We're giving you good advice.

o1d Wﬂma,n No! (She thumps the mnm) r"-"': _
Shop Assistant Nobody’s been mJured here, ladies and 3

gentlemen.’

Old Womm "1 don’t kike sta:ymg in the background P

Oid Man This wedding’s upsetting you: believe me.
Old Woman No! (Another thump.) - .

Shep Assistant Calm down! Nabody’s been mjured
here, ladies and gentlemen

Daughter There’s no need to take p1ty on anybody

Old Weman Why are you both talking like this? .~ - ’7, 1% 2

.. Old Man Come on, keep your voice d.ewn
: Daughter But

. Old Woman That’s it. That’s it. There are no famm._s
. asses here worth thc1r salt! :

: Old Maxn * All rlght' Let’s go then, because these men |
~ have to act, -

- They aHgo qﬁ’Pawe m Shop Asslstamt sighs and tzdm ﬂze

’ Cﬂﬂﬂf&}'

Old Weman . If you’ve just woken up, that’s no way’ to :
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Old Man We’re not just sowing seeds anywhere.
Shop Assistant I'm just reporting what I hear.
Old Man I don’t think we’re going to buy anything.
Daughter That’s the way I see things as well.

Old Woman (f the Old Man) I don’t exist any more, I
live through you and you don’t even appreciate it.

_ OldMan Icantsceanyhanddnpplng

o Woma.n 'I'he thmg is there ] nobody who rea]ly
- understands. -

Old Man We should try our best to gct on with each .

- other

' _Old Woman I want the green one‘ b

o

Slmp Ass:.sf.ant (to tﬂe Gustomer) Can I help ‘you, qar?
-'Customer {goes sgf: 10 the connter) Good a:ftemoon Fos i

Slmp Assnstant Axery good aﬁcrnoon to you pr can
Thelp you, SII"’

Customer - Iflt’ s no trouble, Pd hke a dozen arpn

handkcrciuefs,

: Shop Ass:stant .I've got some, very nice ones. I’ll show

you nght away.

; Gustqmer . Thank you!
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Shop Assistant (exits and comes back with various boxes)

Look. You or whoever told you to buy them will be pleased
with them. And I’'m pleased to be able to sell them to you.
The Greeks always put their faith in the final outcome.
They had very fast horses. I recommend yeu-see The
Centaurs of Numancia, in cinemascope.

Customer And are these other ones the saine?

Shop Assistant ~ Oh, yes! (He opens the other boxes.) They've
got a slightly different pattern. Laok at this one; it looks like
2 meander. Nowadays there isn't a prophietic sense any
more. Delphic oracles keep silent. Eternally silent.

Customer I'll have these. _

Shop Assistant . 'I'][o'ﬁ_r many wou'l_d you like?
Customer A dozen. o _

Shop Assistant Fine. Ill just wrap ‘them up for you.
Customer Thank you! et -

Shop Assistant Not at alll You'll be pleased with them.

My customers always are. (Meanwhile he wraps them up.) These
are quality handkerchiefs, they're incomparable. You or -
whoever told you to buy ther will be pleased with them. . -

Cnsf'toﬁe-z" ' .Good._

Shop Assistant (fuishes wrgpping them up) . Athens was rich -

in gold. When the sun rose, you could hear the first
songbirds. That was the life! Here you are.

Custemer . Excuse me: have you got any towels?

Shop Assistant - Olympus in Greece had cverything. .~

Customer Thank you!

Shop Assistant We're slaves to our customers. Ill show™

you the towels in a second.

Custemer The best-you've got, please.

Act Three 71

Shop Assistant Here you are! (He shows him some towels.)
Look at them: excellent quality. They’ll never wear out.
Don’t worry: they’ll last you for ever. I know what 'm
talking about. You or whoever told you to buy them . . .

Customer -~ How much are they?

Shop Assistant A hundred pesetas cach.

Customer OK. P'd like a dozen.

Sheop Assistant Very good. A dozen, _a:; well. . B
Customer - Thankyou! . ' o

Shop Assistant Thank youl (He. takes the towels and wraps
them up.) These towels are splendid.  * R
G_us_i_:ome!- And they’re the best 'you_’{r‘_‘; got, a.rdn’t they?

Shop Assistamt Yes sir, oh yes. In the Barcelona -
Olympus, we’ve.always offered the best quality goods to our
distinguished customers. Don’t ever go to the shop next

- door. Béfore taking a decision, the Athenians always
E thpught it over carefully. These handkerchiefs and towels
~ will go well together in your home. Or it’ll be a nice present,

it it’s a gift for someone . . .

Custemer -Excuse me: Pve changed my mind and I think

for now Fli only buy the towels. Yes, yes, that's what I want.
I'll come back soon. . -

‘Shop Assistant Oh! As you wish. Fine: as'yc-)'u_"ll see, in

this establishment, we’re happy to serve our customers.

Customer Let's change the handkerchiefs for the towels;
yes. - - : '

Shop Assistamt As you wish. (He gives him the wrapped-u
: towels) I’m your slave and I'm at your service. s

Customer Thank you! (He takes the wrapped-up towels in a
determined fashion, puts them under his arm and staris to ext.)

Shop Assistant Excuse me, sir . . . but.....
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Customer Sorry? What do you want?

Shop Assistant (nervously) 'Those towels cost three
thousand two hundred pesetas.

Customer (firm) Yes, we’d already talked about that.

Shop Assistant But 'm sorry . .. you haven’t paid for . -

them yet . . . : _
Customer - What do you mean i havep’f paid for them!-
Didn’t we agfee they were in exchange for the .
handkerchiefs?" - e
Shop-Assisfaqt__ _ But you haven’t paid for the
handkerchiefs either . .. '

Customer  Of course pot! Am I taking them? . . . (He exils

in a determined faskion, leaving the Shop Assistant perplexed, o

scratching his head and looking ab the audience:)

Curtain.
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