Contemporary American Theatre and Performance, Fall, 2025
Weekly Reading/Plays

Week 1 (Oct. 6th): Introduction/Getting to Know
Week 2 (Oct. 13th): E. O’Neill: All God’s Chillun got Wings (1924)
Expressionist Play. Miscegenation and Interracial marriage. New York City. 
Week 3 (Oct. 20th): T. Williams: Cat on Hot Tin Roof (1950)
The American South in crisis. Plantation in Mississippi. Household relationships of cotton plantation owner and his family over the course of one evening. Naturalism.
Oct. 27th: no class (make-up in November)
Week 4 (Nov. 3rd): Arthur Miller: The Crucible (1953)
Fictionalized story of Salem witch trials of (17th century) as allegory for the McCarthy era ‘witch hunts’. Allegory and Realism.
Week 5 (Nov 10th): Edward Albee: The Death of Bessie Smith (1959) and The American Dream (1961)
The Death of Bessie Smith: One Act play. Conversations between black and white staff at a Memphis hospital where Bessie Smith, the blues singer, died. Set in 1937.
The American Dream: Albee’s third play. Five characters. Satire on the American Dream and the American family. Theatre of the Absurd. 
Make-Up Class (week 6): November 10th (6-9pm) (moved from 27th October).
Week 7 (Nov. 17th): No class – National Holiday
Week 8 (Nov. 24th): Mid-Term Exam 
Week 9 (Dec. 1st): Lorraine Hansberry: A Raisin in the Sun (1959)
Black family in Chicago trying to improve their financial circumstances. Assimilation. Housing Discrimination.
Week 10 (Dec. 8th): Amiri Baraka: Dutchman (1964)
Political Allegory exploring black-white relations. Civil rights movement. Legacy of Slavery. Takes place in a city train.
Week 11 (Dec. 15nd): Suzan Lori-Parks: Topdog/Underdog (2001)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Poverty. Family/sibling rivalry between two brothers. 
Week 12/13 (Jan. 12th): Project Presentations
https://daily.jstor.org/african-american-studies-foundations-and-key-concepts/
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