COURSE TITLE: Contemporary American Theatre and Performance
Lecturer: Dr. Maria Varsam
1. GENERAL
	FACULTY
	FINE ARTS

	DEPARTMENT
	PERFORMING AND DIGITAL ARTS

	LEVEL 
	UNDERGRADUATE

	COURSE CODE
	PDA 165
	SEMESTER
	 3rd/5th/7th

	COURSE TITLE
	Contemporary American Theatre and Performance

	INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
	WEEKLY TEACHING HOURS
	ECTS

	
	3
	6

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	COURSE CATEGORY
	Free Elective/Performing Arts

	PREREQUISITES

	B2 English Level Certificate 

	TEACHING LANGUAGE AND EXAMINATION
	English

	THE COURSE IS OFFERED TO ERASMUS STUDENTS
	Yes 

	COURSE URL
	eclass.uop.gr | Contemporary American Theatre an...


2. TEACHING RESULTS
	TEACHING RESULTS

	

	
Ability to critically analyse theatrical texts in 20th century American Theatre.
Ability to understand key issues in the history of contemporary American Drama.
Gain insight into and comprehend the dynamics of race in American playwrights and performance artists.
Ability to respond to/review a theatrical text/performance in terms of content and style.
Ability to engage with and assess the historical, cultural and social background of American theatre and performance as protest art. 
Ability to research and write academic essays in English.
Ability to create academic presentations in English.
Ability to communicate effectively in English.
Ability to conduct effective bibliographical research
Ability to produce efficient endnote/footnotes in support of the written essay


	GENERAL SKILLS

	
Communicate ideas and arguments effectively and coherently both verbally and in writing.
Reflect on learning and development, identifying and addressing areas of strength, and areas for improvement.
Develop interpersonal (teamwork), creative, analytic skills and inductive thinking  
Conduct autonomous work; Show respect for diversity and multiculturalism; 
Demonstrate social, professional and moral responsibility and sensitivity towards gender and race issues



3. COURSE CONTENT

The course content is taught over a 13-week semester.

	

1/ Introduction : 20th century American Theatre 
2/ Eugene O’Neill : All God’s Chillun Got Wings (1924)
3/ Tennessee Williams : Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955)
4/Arthur Miller : The Crucible (1953)
5/ Edward Albee : The Death of Bessie Smith (1959), The American Dream (1961)
6/ African American Performance : Traditions/Protest/Performance 
7/ Mid-Term Exam : Response Paper
8/ Lorraine Hansberry : A Raisin in the Sun (1959)
9/ Amiri Baraka (LeRoy Jones) : Dutchman (1964)
10/ August Wilson : Fences (1985)
11/ Suzan-Lori Parks : Topdog/Underdog (2001)
12/ Project Presentions
13/ Revision/Q&A


4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION
	TEACHING METHOD

	Face-to-Face

	USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES

	Yes

	TEACHING STRUCTURE

		ACTIVITY
	SEMESTER WORKLOAD

	LECTURES 
	39

	INTERACTIVE TEACHING
	-

	ASSIGNMENTS
	41

	INDEPENDENT STUDY
	70

	INVITED TALKS […]
	-

	TOTAL CONTACT HOURS AND TRAINING
	150




	EVALUATION OF STUDENTS

	In class Attendance/participation : 10%
Réponse Paper : 40 % 
Final Essay : 50 %





5. BIBLIOGRAPHY
	OFFICIAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Openlibrary.com/zlibrary.com

https://seatup.com/blog/history-of-black-theater-in-america/
Bigsby, Christopher (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Arthur Miller (1997) 

Black, Stephen A. Eugene O'Neill: Beyond Mourning and Tragedy (2002)

Burke, Sally. American Feminist Playwrights (1996)

Carlson, Marvin. Performance: A Critical Introduction (1996)
Fischer-Lichte, Erika. The Transformative Power of Performance: A New Aesthetics, (2008) 
Fischer-Lichte, Erika; Arjomand, Minou. The Routledge Introduction to Theatre and Performance Studies (2014)
Gross, Robert F., (ed.) Tennessee Williams: A Casebook (2002)

Guillory, Elizabeth Brown. Their Place on the Stage: Black Women Playwrights in America (1990)

Hay, Samuel A. African American Theatre (1994)
Krasner, David. American Drama 1945 – 2000: An Introduction (2006)

Palmer, David, ed. Visions of Tragedy in Modern American Drama (2018)
Shewey, Don. Sam Shepard (1997) 
Shiach, Don. American Drama 1900–1990 (2000)
Watt, Stephen, and Gary A. Richardson. American Drama: Colonial to Contemporary (1994)
Weales, Gerald Clifford. American Drama since World War II (1962)
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/05/theater/suzan-lori-parks.html
(on Suzan-Lori Parks from The New York Times)
http://tuftsobserver.org/the-power-of-performance-art-as-political-activism/

EXTRA BIBLIOGRAPHY DURING SEMESTER LECTURES 
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