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Eooryowyn

Aertoupyia Twv dnudaoiwv Adoutpwv f Balaveiwy, mou, eKTdC TNG eEUTTNPE-
TNONG TNG TTPOCWTIIKNG UYLEIVAG, ATTOTEAOVOE BACIKO OTOLXEIO TNG KOIVWVI-
KNG WG TWV KOTOIKWV TWV EANNVOPWHAIKWY TTOAEWV, CUVEXIOTNKE WG TA TEAN
NG VOTEPNG APXAOTNTAG LE OTASIAKEG SIAPOPOTIOINTEIG WG TTPOG TN HOPPH KAl
TN AEITOUPYIA TWV AOUTPIKWY EYKATACTACEWY, AOYW QPEVOGS TWV VEWV XPLOTIO-
VIKWV aVTINAPEWVY TIEPT CWHATOC KAl APETEPOU TNG UTTOKATACTACNC TNG KOOUI-
KNG TTONITEIQC amo TV Kolvwvia TnS eKKANnciac.
3T0 TAQIOL0 TOU ASIAKOTIOU —XWPIG ACUVEXEIEG KAl N emTnpgaldpevou amod
T véa Bpnokeia- aoTiopov Tng mpwToBulavTivig Kovwviag, Ta AouTtpd wg Oe-
OMOC MaPEPEIVaV SNUOOILA, TIEPIOPIOTNKAV WOTOCO O UIKPOTEPNG EKTAONG Ol-
KoSounuaTa anoTeAoUUEVA POVO T TOUG AMOPAITNTOUG YIa TNV ONOKARPWON
TNG ATOMIKAG VYIEIVAG XWPOUG: €vVav TTEPIOPICUEVNG EKTAONC TTPOBAAAO TTOU
AEIToupPYOUoE WG XWPOC amoduTnpiwy, Ta kaAoLueva amdduta 1y amédutpa, To
€MIONG TIEPIOPIOUEVO KAl OE OPIOEVEC TIEPITTWOELG ENAEITOV YuypoAolatov, TO
XAlaopoyUxpiov Kal To OgpUOAOUTHPIOV, TOV E0WTEPOV, EVOSTEPOV 1) Bgpudy B6-
Aov, 0ToV 01T0i0 OAOKANPWVOTAV N EQIGPWON Kat 0 TENKOG KABAPIOUOG O€ aTo-
HiKoUg NN amo tov 40 alva AOUTAPEC, TIG KAAOUMEVEG KOAULLOpES 1| KOAUU-
Boug, mou avtikatéotnoav Ti de€apevég opadikig Aolong TN apxaldTNTaC.
H Aoutpikr mapddoon Twv aoTIKWY OTPWUATWY TNG VOTEPNG APXAOTNTAG,
mou @aivetal 6Tt and Tov 70 Kal 8o alwva gixe eyKatahelpOei amod Ta Aaikd
OTPWHATA TIOPAREVOVTAG YO AIWVEC TIPOVOLIO AUTOKPATOPWY, AVWTEPWV al-

Eik. 1. Eowtepikn amoyn Tou Beppol xwpou (BeppoAoutripiov) PETA TIG EpYaOie OTEPEWONG
- amokatdoTaong.
Fig. 1. Interior view of the hot room (caldarium) after the restoration - consolidation project.

Introduction

ublic baths, or balneae, which apart from serving personal cleanliness

were also a basic feature of the social life of the inhabitants of Greco-Ro-
man cities, continued to operate until the end of Late Antiquity, with gradu-
al changes in the form and function of their bathing facilities stemming on
the one hand from the new Christian perceptions of the body and on the
other from the replacement of a secular polity by the society of the Church.

In the context of the uninterrupted urbanism of Early Byzantine soci-
ety, an urbanism both unbroken and uninfluenced by the new religion,
the baths as an institution remained public but as structures became
smaller in size, their facilities limited to what was strictly necessary for the
purpose of bathing: a small antechamber which provided space for
changing rooms, known as apodyta or apodytra, a similarly modest and
sometimes missing cold room (frigidarium, or psychrolousion), a warm
room (tepidarium, or chliaropsychrion), and a hot room (caldarium, ther-
molouterion, esoteron/endoteron or thermon tholon), for the final parts of
the bathing process, sweating and then rinsing in the individual tubs
known as kolymbythres or kolymbous which by the 4th century had re-
placed the large common swimming pools of Antiquity.

The bathing tradition of the urban classes of Late Antiquity seems to
have abandoned by the proletariat by the 7th or 8th century, to remain
for centuries a prerogative of emperors, high-ranking officials and bish-



WHATOUXWV Kal EMOKOTIWY, Ol OTToiol S1aTNEOVUCAV AOUTPIKEG EYKATACTACELS
EVTOC TWV AVOKTOPWV 1 TwV ISIWTIKWVY evllaAtnUdtwy Toug, avafiwoe otadla-
K& amo Tov 110 Kal Tov 120, Kupiwg, alwva 0To TAAICIO TNG €K VEOU Kal LIE TIPO-
TunTo SopEC Kat €0n TNG XPLOTIAVIKAG VOTEPNG APXALOTNTAG ACTIKOTTOINONG TNG
Kolvwviag Tou mapatnpeeitatl ota Xpovia tng duvaoTteiog twv Kopvnvwy.

Tnv nepiodo autr, émwe mPoKUTTTEL amd TIG TTNYEC, AVAVEWONKE TO eVOLOPE-
POV TWV KATOIKWV Twv Bulavtivwy AoTewv yia {NTHHOTA TIPOOWTTIKAG LYLEIVAG,
TIoU €iXe MaAaoTEPA atovnoel. ' Hon amoé Tov oyipo 110 alwva n mapddoon Twv
AouTpWV gixe avapiwoel EKTOG TWV AUTOKPATOPIKWY AVAKTOpwV. Mépa amd tnv
i6puon SNUOCIWY CUVOLKIAKWY AoUTPWY, AOETPWVY, Aou(o)udtwy i Balaveiwv
and tnv MOAN 1 Tov MIOKOTTO yla AGYOUC KOIVWVIKNG WPENEIAC, Katd tnv mepio-
60 autr) avamtuxBnke 0Tov AoUTPIKO TOPEA Kal N IBIWTIKH TTpwTofoulia. Aou-
TPA VKAV KAl O€ IBITEC, EK TWV OTIOIWV KATTOLa, Ta (SIWTIKA 1 MpidTa, anote-
Aovoav e£aPTHATA KATOIKIWY EVYEVWVY 1 TTAOUCIWY A0TWV Kal Tipoopilovtav
Yl TIPOCWTTIKH XPrON TWV ISIOKTNTWV TOUG, VW AN armoTeEAOUoAV ISIWTIKEC
EMIYELPNOELG TTOL VolkialovTav yia dnuocta xprion. Tnv idla mepiodo unmpxav
Kal LovaoTnpIakX AouTtpd, Ta OT1oia, OTTWE UVNUOVEVETAL O TUTTIKA BulavTiviv
Movwv Tou 120V, Kupiwg, atwva, dev TPoopilovTav AMOKAEICTIKWC YIa TNV apalr
Katd kavova Aolon TwV HoVAXWV: €ival YWWOTEG TIEPITTWOEIS AOUTPWV TIOU
QVAKAV O€ HOVAOTAPIA KAl ATOTEAOUCAV TIAPAPTHHATA EVAYWV IGPUUATWY
TOUC, OTIWE VOOGOKOUEIWVY, Kal AAAA TTOU AEITOUPYOUoAV WG SNUOOCIA LE TIG OVEG
Va VEUOVTAL TWV TTPOodSwV TOUG.

3€ AUTO TO KOWVWVIKS TTAAICI0 evtaooeTal N iSpuon Kal n Aeltoupyia Tou Bu-
{avtivou NoutpoU Tng OecoaloviknG.

ops, who maintained bathing facilities in their palaces or private resi-
dences. It gradually revived in the 11th and especially in the 12th century
in the context of the new urbanisation of society, based on structures
and customs of Christian Late Antiquity, which took place under the
Comnene dynasty.

It is apparent from the sources that during this period Byzantine
city-dwellers were taking a renewed interest in matters of personal
cleanliness. Already by the late 11th century the tradition of bath houses
had been revived, so that baths were no longer confined to imperial
palaces. Apart from the establishment, by the city or diocese, of neigh-
bourhood public baths (loutra, loetra, lou(s)mata or balnea) as a public
amenity, private initiative in the bathing sector also developed during
this period. There were privately-owned bath houses, some attached to
the residences of the nobility or wealthy citizens for their personal use,
some built as business undertakings. There were also monastery baths,
which, as stated in the typika (formularies) of Byzantine monasteries of
the 12th century especially, were not intended exclusively for the - nor-
mally rare — use of the monks: there are known cases of baths that were
part of a benevolent institution run by the monastery, such as a hospi-
tal, or that served as public baths from which the monasteries received
the income.

This was the social context in which the Byzantine Bath of Thessaloni-
ki was established and operated.



To Buluvtivo Aovtoo
™5 Osocarovinng

T 0 Buavtivé Noutpd BpiokeTal otnv mieploxry KouAé Kapé oTiq mapu®Eg Tou
OIKIoHOU TG Avw MOANG TG Osooalovikng, mAnciov tng BulavTivig Ki-
oTépvag NG 0600 OAVPMASOG Kal TOU TTAAAIOAGYELOU VAU Twv Taglapxwv.

Tnv 0Bwpavikn epiodo To AouTpd ATAV YVWOTO E TNV EMWVULIa KoUuAé Xa-
udu. Gaivetat &g 6T PeTA TNV €€APAVION aATd ToV XAPTN Tou TTUPYOU (KOUAE)
IOV €8WOE TO GVOUA TOU OTNV EUPUTEPN TIEPLOXT), ATTOTEAOUCE TO ONUAVTIKOTE-
O TOTIOONHO TNG LOUCOUAUAVIKAG YEITOVIOG TOoU, KABWE 0€ XAPTN TWV apxwv
Tou 200U AWV CNUEIWVETAL TO TEUEVOC TOU KOUAE Xapdp Kal TO OUWVULO TIEPL
QUTOU LOUCOUAHIAVIKO VEKPOTAPEIO.

To BulavTivé KTiopa pe TOAUAPIOUES SlaxPOVIKA eMEUBACELS yIa TNV TTPO-
Oappoyr TOU OTIC EKAOTOTE AEITOUPYIKEG AVAYKES AANA KAl 0TI AOUTPIKEG GUVH-
BELEC TWV KOWVWVIWV SIAPOPETIKWVY TTEPIOSWV AEITOUPYOUTE WG AOUTPO WG TO
1940.

Niyoug PAVEG HETA TNV Apon TNG AslToupyiag TG AOUTPIKAG EyKaTdoTaong,
TO UVNUEIO TIVIYUEVO aTTO VEWTEPEC TIPOCONKEG KAl ETIXWOELG EVTOTTIOTNKE ATTO
Tov A. ZUyyoTouo, 0 o1ioiog To 1941 PENETNOE TNV OPXITEKTOVIKY KAl ATTOTTEL-
PABnke TN oxedlaoTikn amokatdotaon Tou BulavTtivou Ktiopatod. Mapd tn én-
poaiguon TnG MEAETNG Tou A. Zuyyomoulou, Trou avéSelée Tn onpaoia Tou Bula-
vTivoU Aoutpou, kal Tnv KAPLER Tou we pvnueiou pe Mpoedpikd Aldtayua To
1952, 10 o1kOmESO TIOUL TO TIEPIKAEIEL SEV £TUXE AMANNOTPIWONG LE AMOTEAECHA
70 1966/7 va ekdoBei ddela avéyepong SUO MOAUKATOIKIWY TTOU TO eyKAwfilouv
oTOoV HETAEV TOUG AKAAUTTTO.

To 1972 averripBnoav amoé Tnv apxXAtOAOYIKT UTINPEGCIA 0pIouEVeG SiEpeuvnTi-
K¢ QUOEWG epyaoiec. To UVNUEIO UTTOOTUAWBNKE ETA TOV CEIOUO Tou 1978, eV
SIEPELVNTIKEC KAl “TIPOKATAPKTIKEC” YIA TN OTEPEWON TOU PVNUEIOU £PYACIEC ETTO-
voAeOnkav To 1990. To 2002 pe xpnpatodotnon tou I KI.X éyve Slapdpewon

The Byzantine Bath
of Thessaloniki

he Byzantine Bath is located in the Koule Kafe district on the edge of

Thessaloniki’s Upper Town, near the Byzantine cistern in Olympiados
St. and the Palaeologan church of the Archangels.

In the Ottoman period the Bath was known as the Koule Hamam. It
seems that after the tower (Koule) for which the area was named had dis-
appeared from the map, the bathhouse was the most important land-
mark in that Muslim neighbourhood, since an early 20th-century map
shows the Koule Hamam Mosque and the Muslim cemetery of the same
name around it.

The Byzantine structure operated as a public bath until 1940, having
undergone multiple interventions over the centuries to accommodate
the bathing customs of different periods.

A few months after the end of its life as a bathing establishment, it
was discovered, buried beneath modern additions and embankments,
by A. Xyngopoulos, who in 1941 studied the architecture and attempted
to reconstruct on paper the original form of the Byzantine building. This
study demonstrated the importance of the Byzantine Bath, and although
it was published and the building was proclaimed a listed monument by
Presidential Decree in 1952, the surrounding land was never expropriat-
ed, and in 1966-67 a building permit was granted for the construction of
two apartment buildings which press in upon it from either side.

In 1972 certain exploratory operations were carried out by the archaeo-
logical service. The monument was shored up after the 1978 earthquake,
while exploratory and “preliminary” consolidation operations were repeat-
ed in 1990. In 2002 the external area was tidied up with funds from the 3rd
CSF. Although the Study for the Restoration and Consolidation of the Byzan-



Tou mepIBANovVTOC XWpou. Mapd Tnv eyKeKPIUEVN ammd To 1996 MeAétn Amokatd-
oTaong Kat Xtepéwong tou Buavtivol Aoutpou, TO UVNUEID TIAPEUELVE ETTT XPOVOUG
UTTOOTUAWIEVO, TIPOOTATEUUEVO ATTO TIPOCWPIVO UETAANIKO OTEYAOTPO. TENKWE
META OmO EMKAPOTIOINON KAl €K VEOU €YKPIoN TNG MEAETNG TO OUATITAO £pyo
evtdyOnke 1o 2010 oo EZMA 2007-2013 pe mpoumnoloylopd 460.000 gupw.

Mapd Tig MoAVAPIOUEC eMEPPBAOELG TIOU UTIEOTN KOTA TN SIdpKeLa TwV €€ Kal
TAéOV AlVWVY AEITOUPYIAC TOU —HE IOIAITEPWG KATAOTPETTIKO TOV EKOUYXPOVI-
OO TwV LOPOSOTIKWVY UTTOSOUWY TOU OTIG APXEC TOU 2000 AlWVa— TO UVNEio,
eCwteplkwv dlaotdoewy 17 x 12,50 Y., Statnpei Tnv TUmiKn TeIEPr SidTaén Twv
BulavTiviov Aoutpwy, pe éva TipoBdaAapo mou Ba Asitoupyoloe we amoduTriplo,
800 SluePEic UTTOKAVGTOUC XWPOUCE, ToV uéoov oikov 1 YAlapoUuxplov Kat ToV
Bepudv, eawrtarov, evdotepov Boov 1y Bepuoloutripiov, kat udatode€apevny.

O npoBdiapog, diactdoswv 10X 2,60 ., gival TOAATTAWG EMOKEVACUEVOG
Kat oteyaletal pe Vo KAPAPES, OTO ONUEID CLVAVTNONG TWV OTToIWV AVATTTUC-
OETAl EYKAPOI0 PEPwV TOEO. Eviaiog apyikd, Staipébnke petayevéotepa pe Sla-
XWPLOTIKO Toixo amod AiBodopry, og SUo aveédpTnta TUAHATA.

AUO CUMETPIKA, PETAYEVEOTEPWC TIEPIOPIOWEVD, Bupaia avoiypata odnyouv
a6 1o amoduTrPIO OTO EMONG €MIHINKES XAlapouxplov. O YNapog XWPog, E0w-
TEPIKWV SlaoTtdoewv 9x 3,5 ., Slakpivetal oe SVo pIkpdTEPA Slapepiopata mou
eMmKoIVwvoULV He Sifnho dvotypa kat oteyalovTal He Kapdpec. Avo TpinAa, £l0a-
youv otov Bepuo, evbotepo oiko. O BepudC oikog, ecwTEPIKWY SlaoTACEWY
11x4,50 ., Staupeitat og SUO EMKOIVWVOUVTEC, TETPAYWVOUG O KATOYN XWPEOUG,
ot omoiol SievpuvovTal Katd tov d€ova B-N pe duo afabeic kapapookeneic e€€-
SpeC TIoU TTPOEEEXOUV TOU YEVIKOU TIEPIYPAUIATOC TOU KTNpPiou. O VOTIOE XWPOG
oTeyadeTal Pe XapunAd TPoUAO TIoU HOVO EEWTEPIKA EYYPAPETAL OE OKTAYWVIKO
TOpmavo. EowTtepikd To nuiogaiplo oxnuatifetal eubéwg emi Twv Aoiwvy, Tou
avamTooOoVTAl OTIC YWVIEG TWV TECOAPWY PEPOVTWV TOEWV, TTou TIPpoaAlovTal
€€WTEPIKA WC KAUMUAA agTwpata. O BopElog XWPOC OTEYALETAL UE LHOVATTNPIAKG
oTtaupoBoAlo. Ot duo xwpol Tou BepoU OIKOU EMKOIVWVOUV HECW TPIRAAOU HiE
UTIEPUPWEVO TOV KEVTPIKO Ao0. To TpiPnAo, Stapop@uwvetal e Kioveg og Sev-
TEPN XpPron mou edpddovTal 0To EMiMed0 TWV UTTOKAUGTWV.

tine Bath had been approved in 1996, the monument remained shored up
for years, protected by a temporary metal roof. Finally, in 2010, after the
study had been up-dated and re-approved, the project was included in
the NSRF 2007-2013 programme with a budget of 460,000 euros.

Despite the interventions of more than six hundred years, the most
catastrophic being the modernisation of its water supply system early in
the 20th century, the 17x2.50 metre monument retains the three-part
arrangement typical of Byzantine baths, with an antechamber which
served as a changing room, two double rooms heated by hypocaust -
the warm room (the tepidarium, meson oikon (‘middle room’), or chliar-
opsychrion), and the hot room (the caldarium, esoteron/endoteron tholon
(‘inner vault’) or thermolouterion) — and a water reservoir.

The antechamber (10x2.60m), which has undergone multiple re-
pairs, is covered by two barrel vaults, with a transverse bearing arch
where they meet. Initially a single space, it was later divided into two in-
dependent parts by means of a stone partition wall.

Two symmetrical doorways, later reduced in size, lead from this apody-
terium into the rectangular tepidarium. This area, measuring 9x3.5m over-
all, is divided into two smaller apartments which communicate via a dou-
ble archway and are covered by barrel vaults. Two triple archways (tribela)
lead into the innermost room, which is the caldarium. This space
(11x4.50m) is divided into two communicating square chambers which
widen on the north-south axis into a pair of shallow, vaulted exedras pro-
jecting beyond the general outline of the building. The south chamber is
covered by a low dome that only on the outside is inscribed in an octago-
nal drum; on the inside it rises directly from the pendentives formed at the
corners of the four supporting arches, which project from the exterior as
curved gables. The north chamber is covered by a soaring monastic groin
vault. The two chambers of the caldarium communicate via a tribelon, its
centre section taller than the flanking ones; the columns forming this ar-
cade are spolia, and their bases are on the level of the hypocaust.



Eik. 3. Amoyn amd NA (1973).
Fig. 3. View from SE (1973).

Etk. 2. Amoyn amd N (1973).
Fig. 2. View from S (1973).

Eik. 4. Tevikn
amoyn amd NA
(1973).

Fig. 4. General
view from SE
(1973).

Ek. 6. Amoyn
am6 N (1980).
Fig. 6. View

from S (1980).

Etk. 5. levikn amoyn amd NA (1973).
Fig. 5. General view from SE (1973).



ApXIKA 0TouG e€WTEPIKOUE TOIXOUC TOU KTNpiou avoiyovtav peyaia upikop-
pa mapdBupa pe unepuPpwpévous Aofoug —6idofa otov XAlapd Kat Tpilofa
oTov Bepud XWPo- n ModId Twv omoiwv TAUTICETal pe To Avw OpLo TNG MAIVOIVNG
{Wwvng mou TEPITPEXEL TIC ToLXOTIOlEC TOu BulavTivol TTUPHAVA TOU MVNUEiOU.
OKTw povorofa mapabupa avoiyovtav oTov TpolAo: eEwTePIKA eyypagovTal
OTO TUMTTOVO EVW E0WTEPIKA SIEIOSVOLV GTNV TolXomolia Tou Nuioaipiov. Ma-
PATNPEITAL LA YEVIKN TAON Yia OTASIOKH HEIWON TOU QUOIKOU GWTICUOU TOU
Ktnpiov, Kal kat’ eméktaon NG BeAtiwong TnG HOVWOIG Tou. ApXIKWE Ta TTapd-

Eik. 7-8. Katoyn.

Initially the outer walls of the building were pierced by large win-
dows with tall, soaring lights — double in the tepidarium and triple in the
caldarium - whose sills correspond to the upper edge of the brickwork
zone running around the masonry of the monument’s Byzantine core.
Eight single-light windows pierce the dome: on the outside, they are in-
scribed within the drum while on the inside they penetrate into the ma-
sonry of the hemisphere. A general trend towards gradual reduction of
the natural lighting of the building, which had the effect of improving

Antechamber - apodyterium Hot room (caldarium)

Ae€apevr) vepou kat eotia
Water reservoir and hearth

XNapog xwpog (xAlapoyuxptov)

NpoBdhapog - amodutrplo l Oepudc xwpog (Bepuoroutriplov)
Warm room (tepidarium) I

Fig. 7-8. Plan.
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Ek. 9. Notia oyn.
Fig. 9. South elevation.

Ek.11.
Topn katd
prikog (A-A).
Fig.11.
Longitudinal
Section (A-A).

Ewk. 13. Topn

Katd mAAToC

oTov YMapo Xwpeo
(F-1).

Fig. 13. Cross section
in the warm room
(I-n).

Etk. 10. Bopeia oyn.
Fig. 10. North elevation.

Ek. 12. Topn

Katd m\ATog oTov
npoBdhapio (B-B).
Fig. 12. Cross section
in the antechamber
(B-B).

Ek. 14. Toun

Katd mAAToC

oTov Beppd xwpo (A-A).
Fig. 14. Cross section

in the hot room (A-A).
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Bupa PPAXONKaAV WE TN YéVEDN TwV TOEWV TOUG e eMmueAnpEVN Sounon. Meta-
YEVECTEPA AKONOUBNOE PPAYI TOU EVATTOUEIVAVTOC AVOIYHATOG [UE MIKPOU TId-
XOUC TOIXAPIA, KATA TPOTIOV WOTE VA SIAPOPPUWVOVTAL ECWTEPIKA KOYXEC. XTAdI-
OKA HEWONKaV Kat ot S1a0TAoELS TwV HovOAowv TTapaBUpwy Tou TPoUAou. Me-
TA TNV OPIOTIKA 0PPAYION TwV TTaPABUPWV @aiveTal TIL AvVoiXTNKAV TOOO OTIC
Kapdpeg Tou amodutnpiou Kat Tou XAapou xwpou, 660 Kal 0To 0TaupoBOoAlo
Tou Bopelov Beppol Xwpou PTIoTIKES Bupideg Slapopwv Slactdoswy, avti-
OTOIXEG ME AUTEC TWV OOWHAVIKWY AOUTPWV.

I61aitepo evdiaépov mapouatdlouv ixvn TOEWTWV GPAYHEVWY AVOLYUATWY
OTOV avATOAKO TOiX0 Tou BepPoU oikou, TTou anoTeAe pecoTolyia pe Tn deape-
VI). ZTO TUAUA TTOU aVTIOTOIXEL 0TO VOTIO Bepod Xwpo dlatnpeital peTayevéoTe-
PO LPYNASTEPO AvolyUa EMIKOWVWVIAC e TN SeEAPEVT. XTO KATWTEPO TUAMA TNE
Tolyormoliag avoiyovtal Siodol mou avikouv o€ SIAPopeS GATELG TOU MvNuEiou
Kat e§unnpetoloav Tnv €\Kuon Tou Beppol aépa amod Tnv €0Tia 0TA UTTOKAU-
0710, N ow{6pevn Sopr TWV OTToIWV UE VEWTEPIKA TOURAA OQEINETAL OTNV TENEL-
Taia YEVIKN ETIIOKELT TOU AOUTPOU.

H ubatode€apevry mou ekTeiveTal o€ OAO TO TTAATOC TOU pvnEiov pépel SUo,
M oUYXPOVEG HETAEL TOUC, EMEKTACELC, Kal AmoTeAEl mMOavwg mpoodrikn oTo
kTriplo. H Bopela eméktaon amotelei xwplotr de§apevr), VW TO KEVTPIKS TUN-
pa tng Se€apevig Ke Tn voTia TPooBnkn oxnuaTti(ouv eviaio XWpPo. XTo KEVTPO
Tou Samédou Tn¢ evtomifeTal KUKAIKO Avolyud Tou Tipoopt{otav miavwg yia
TOV XaAKOUV AéPNTa, TO KOAOUUEVO YaAKIOV yid TOV BPACUO TOU VEPOU.

H eoTia mou avamrtuoodtav katw amd tn de€apevr) TpogodotouvTay amod Ta
aVaTOAIKG, Bépatve To VeEPOS Kal TIAPHAYE APEVOC ATOUG TTOU EICEPXOVTAV ATTO
Ta unepdamédia avoiypata otov Beppod oikov Kat apeTépou Bepuod aépa mou Si-
oxetevoTav amnd Tig unodamédieg S1oSoug ota undkavoTa Kat BEppatve ta Sare-
6a. O kamvol améAnyav oTtnV atuoo@AIPa HECW KATOKOPUPWY KATTVAYWYWY
TIoU SIEPXOVTAV Ao TOUG TOIXOUG Kal E€pXovTav OTh OTEYaon.

To pvnueio mou, BACEL APXITEKTOVIKWY, TUTTOAOYIKWY Kal LOPPOAOYIKWY, OTOL-
XEIWV Kal SOUIKWVY XapaKTNPIoTIKWY, Suvatal va xpovohoynBei ota fulavTivda xpo-
via —0To 3" od Tou 120U 1 0TIC ApxéG TOU 130U alwva-, AMOTEAEL TO HEYONITEPO

the insulation, is apparent. Initially the windows were carefully bricked
up as far as the springing line of their arches. Later, shallow walls were
built over the remaining openings, creating recesses on the inner side.
Gradually the size of the single-light windows in the dome was also re-
duced. After the final condemnation of the windows, it appears that sky-
lights of varying dimensions were opened in the barrel vaults of the apo-
dyterium and the caldarium and the groin vault of the north caldarium,
similar to those found in Ottoman baths.

One particularly interesting feature of the structure is the evidence
of bricked-up arched openings in the east wall of the caldarium, which
separates it from the reservoir. In the area corresponding to the south
chamber there is a later, taller, opening into the reservoir area. Piercing
the lower part of the masonry are passageways belonging to different
phases of the monument, which served as flues drawing the hot air
from the furnace into the hypocausts, the surviving structure of which
in newer brick is part of the most recent general repairs carried out to
the building.

The water reservoir, which extends across the full width of the monu-
ment, was extended twice, at different times, and was probably an addi-
tion to the original building. The north extension forms a separate reser-
voir, while the central part forms a single unit with the south extension.
In the centre of its floor there is a circular opening that was probably in-
tended to accommodate the chalkion, the copper cauldron for boiling
water.

The furnace beneath the water reservoir was fed from the east side;
besides heating the water it produced steam, which entered the caldari-
um through the above-floor vents, and hot air, which was channelled
through the sub-floor passages to heat the floors. The smoke was vent-
ed through vertical flues in the walls feeding in the roof.

Based on architectural, typological and morphological elements
and structural characteristics, the monument is clearly Byzantine and



Kal MAnpéoTtepa owldpevo BulavTivo Aoutpo amo Ta AtyooTd Tou Statnpridnkav
oTov EN\adIko xwpo, Kat To povadikéd mou SIacwOnKe amo Ta MAEIoTA ECAWVIKA
Moutpd TG O@ecoalovikng TTou pPvnuéveuoe o NIKngopog Xouvog Tov 140 alwva.

H amoucia ypamtwv mmywv yla To umo e£€Taon AouTpd Kal ThV TIEPLOXT) TOU
Oev EMTPEMEL TNV ACPANN EVTAEN TOU UVNIEIOL OTO KOIVWVIKOOIKOVOUIKO TIAQ-
olo ¢ BulavTiviig O@scocalovikng, n idpuor| Tou eVTACCETAl WOTOCO OTH YEVI-
KOTEPN avaBiwon tng AouTtpkng mapddoong Tng Kopvrvelag kovwviag. Amo Tig
AOUTPIKEG EYKATAOTATELC TTOU 16pUBNKAV 0’ AUTO TO YEVIKO KOWVWVIKOOIKOVOL-
Ko mAaiolo, mépav Tou Aoutpou TnG Oeocalovikng, Slatnendnkav mévie Guvol-
Klakd Aoutpd, SVo otnv KopivBo, kat and éva otn Zndptn, Tnv Mapapubid kat
TO KAOTPO TwV lwavvivwy, kat Suo povaoTtnplakd, TG Katoaplavig kat tng Zw-
0ddxou MNMnyr¢ oto AgpBevoodeot. 2e autd mpooTiBevtal Tpia PulavTivd Aou-
TPpd otV Meploxn TnG Emokomng lepametpag KpAtng, Ta omoia petatpdmnkav
HETOYEVEDTEPA OE VAOUC,.

To Aoutpd Tng Osooahovikng eyypdgeTal Aoyw Tou peyéBoug Tou ota On-
péo1a, cuvolkiakd. Qotéoo, Aoyw Tng B€ong Tou o€ pia meploxr Tng BulavTivig
@eooalovikng, oTnV omoia Katd kavova avanmtuxdnkav aoTiKA JovaoTrpla,
aéiCel va SiepeuvnBei av 1o ANoUTPO AVIKEL OTOV AOTIKO XWPO pia BulavTivig
OULVOIKIAG 1) EVTACOETAL O€ KATIOIO IOVOACTIKO CUYKPOTNUA.

Ta neplocdtepa anéd ta Bulavtivd Aoutpd Tou diatnprnnkay, £xouv, OTwe
Kal autd TG OeooaNovikNng, amAr) KAToYn HE TOUG XWPOUE SIOPOPETIKAG Oep-
HoKpaoiag og Yypauuiki mapdtaén. Ot aiBouoeg kahumtovtav pe BGAoug kat ma-
PEUEVAV UTTOQWTICUEVOL: TO PUOIKO PWG EI0EPXOTAV MECW UKPWVY LOVONOPBWY
QWTIOTIKWV Bupidwv TTou avoiyovtav oTta UPNAGTEPA HEPN TWV TOIXWV I} OTOV
TPOUAO Tou BepoV, KABWC Yia AGYyoug LOVWOoNG amo@elyovtav Tda mapdbupa
OTOUG TIEPIPETPIKOUC Toixouc. Me e€aipeon Tov Aoutpwva Tng O@ecoalovikng,
TTOU apPXIKA S1€BeTe peydha mapdBupa, Tou oTadlokd oepayiocTnKav, oTa UTTo-
Aotrma yvwotd Bulavtivd Aoutpd dev TekpunplwvovTal mapdbupa OTIC TIEPIE-
TPIKEG TOIKOTOliEG. ATTO TOUG OWIOUEVOUG TPOUAOUG, AUTOC TOU Aoutpou e Kal-
OlapPLaVAG PEPEL LOAPIBUA e To TTapddelypa TnG Osooalovikng mapdbupa, evw
OL TPOUAOL TWV AOUTPWVY OTNV TIEPIOXN TNG lIEPATTETPAC TAV TUPAOL.

can be dated to the second half of the 12th or the early decades of the
13th century; it is also the largest and best preserved of the few surviv-
ing Byzantine baths in Greece, and the sole survivor of the many medi-
aeval baths in Thessaloniki mentioned by Nicephorus Choumnus in the
14th century.

While the lack of written sources for this bath and its environs makes
it impossible to position the monument with any assurance in the socio-
economic context of Byzantine Thessaloniki, it is certainly associated
with the general revival of the tradition of bathing in Comnenian society.
Of the baths built in this general socio-economic context, there survive
another five neighbourhood establishments, two in Corinth, and one in
each of Sparta, Paramythia and the castle of loannina, and two monas-
tery baths, in Kaisariani and at Zoodocho Pigi in Dervenosalesi. To these
may be added three Byzantine baths in the area of Episkopi lerapetras in
Crete, which were later converted into churches.

Given its size, the bath in Thessaloniki was probably a local public es-
tablishment; given its location, however, in a part of Byzantine Thessalo-
niki known as a district of monasteries, it is worth investigating whether
it belonged to the urban space of a Byzantine neighbourhood or was
part of some monastic complex.

Most of the surviving Byzantine baths have, like this one, a simple
ground plan with a linear arrangement of the different thermal areas.
The rooms are vaulted and dimly lit, the natural light entering through
small single skylights placed high on the walls or in the dome of the
caldarium, since for reasons of insulation windows in the circumference
walls were avoided. Unlike the bath in Thessaloniki, which initially had
large windows that were gradually bricked up, there is no evidence of
windows in the circumferential masonry of the other known Byzantine
baths. Of the surviving domes, the one in Kaisariani has the same
number of windows as that in Thessaloniki; the domes of the baths in
lerapetra were blind.



Etk. 15. Amoyin TOU pvnpEiou TPV TIG EpYaTieg
0TEPEWONG - AMOKATACTAONG.

Fig. 15. View of the monument before the restoration
- consolidation project.

Ek. 17. Aoy TOU pvnpeiou TpIV TIG EpYaTie
OTEPEWONG - AMOKATACTAONC.

Fig. 17. View of the monument before the
restoration - consolidation project.

Ek. 16. Amoyn tou
pvnpeiou TPV TIg
£pyaoie oTepéwong -
anokatdoTaong.

Fig. 16. View of the
monument before the
restoration -
consolidation project.

Eik. 18. To dihoBo
napdBupo Tou
X\apoU xwpou mpv
TIG EpYQOieg
0TEPEWONG -
anokatdoTaong.

Fig. 18. The two-light
window of the warm
room before

the restoration -
consolidation project.



Anoxotaotocy) - X1eQEwaon
00 Mvyrpeiov

MaBoloyia

T 0 pvnueio mapouaiale ekteTapévn maboAoyia pe TPoBAraTA TTOU OPEiNo-
VTAV TO0O0 O€ PUOIKOUE OO0 KAl avOpWTIOYEVEIC TapayovTeC. Ta KUpLa aiTia
¢ maboloyiag Tou ATav: a) N yneaveon Kai n 0opd Twv VMKWV armd tnv €ri-
Spaon QUOIKWV Kal TTEPIBANOVTIKWY TTAPAYOVTWY, [3) Ol LETABOAEC TTOU ETTEQE-
pav ol SIAPOPEC IOTOPIKEC KATAOKEVAOTIKEC (PATELC, Y) Ol KATAOTPOMIKEC YIA TN
ouvoyn TNG SouNG Tou pvnueiov emMeUBACELG TTOU UTIECTN O€ VEWTEPOUG XPO-
VOUG Y10 TNV TIPOCAPUOYH TOU OTIG OUYXPOVEG AEITOUPYIKEG AVAYKEG, Kat §) N
EYKATAAEWPN TOU PVNEIOU YIa EYANO SIACTNUA PE ATTOTENEGHA TNV AVATTTUEN
QUTIKWV OPYAVICUWVY 0T Soprj Tou.

O oelop6¢ Tou 1978 katédelle Ta SlaxPOVIKA TPOBARATA TOU PvnuEiou, M-
Seivwoe TNV KATAoTaoN Kal TPOEEVNOE VEEC EKTETAUEVEC COPBapPEC PAAREC.

JUVOTTTIKA TA KUPIOTEPA TTPORAAKATA ATAV: 0) Ol PNYUOTWOELC KUPIWE oTn Bo-
AoSoplia kat o€ TpRuata g avwdounc, B) n amodlopydvwon Kat n EANePn cuvo-
XNG OE TUAUATA TNG TOLKOTTONAG, Y) TOTTKEG KATAPPEVOELS TAATWY TNG TOLKOTTONAG,
) N amoKOAANGCN TUMITAVWV OO TOL UTIEPKEIIEVA PEPOVTA TOEQ, €) N KATECTPOAUME-
VN KEPAMWON, 0T) Ta aANOIwEVA 0dovTWTd Yeioa, () n KOTEOTPAUMEVN TIAIVOIVN
{wvn oL avANTTUCCETAI TIEPIETPIKA OTO UVNIEID, KA N) N OE EYAAN EKTAON OTTo-
046pwWOoN TWV KOVIOUATWY SOUNONG O UIKPOTEPO N eyaAUTePO Baboc.

IGlaitepn pveia pémel va yivel ota pHeydAa Kevd Tou Snuioupynnkav ano
apaipean Tou UMIKOU TNG SOUNG Kal EVTOTHIOTNKAV KATA TN SIAPKELQ TWV OTEPEW-
TIKWV EPYACIWV O€ SIAPOPA ONIEI OTOV TTUPVA TWV TOLXOTTOUWY TOU HVNHEIOU.
Ta Kevd autd ou SLOTAPACOAV Kal KATESTPEPAV T CUVOXH KAl TN GEPOUCA IKA-
VOTNTA TWV TOLXOTTONWVY, SNIoUpYRBNKAV yla TNV KATA KalpoUg TIPOCapHoyr TOU
AOUTPOU OTIG AEITOUPYIKES TOU AVAYKEC, OTTWE O KABAPIOUOC KAl N AVTIKATAOTAON
Kammvaywywv Kat cwAnvwoewv vepou. Ot kad’ uhog Siavoi€elg oxetiCovtav Ue Ka-

Restoration - Consolidation
of the Monument

Pathology

he monument presented extensive pathology with problems stem-

ming from both natural and anthropogenic factors. The main causes
of its pathology were: a) natural and environmental factors causing wear
and tear on the construction materials, b) changes brought about by the
different construction phases, c) the structurally disastrous interventions
made to the monument in modern times to adapt the building to con-
temporary functional requirements, and d) the abandonment of the
monument for a long period of time, allowing the structure to be at-
tacked by the growth of vegetal organisms.

The 1978 earthquake demonstrated the perennial problems afflict-
ing the monument, worsened its condition and caused further serious
extensive damage.

In brief, the chief problems were: a) cracked masonry in the vault and
parts of the superstructure, b) disintegrated and crumbling masonry, c) lo-
cal areas where the masonry had collapsed, d) drums detached from their
bearing arches, e) destruction of the roof tiling, f) deterioration of the dentil
cornices, g) serious damage to the band of brickwork encircling the monu-
ment, and h) extensively decayed mortar, to a greater or lesser depth.

Particular mention must be made of the holes created by the remov-
al of structural material, which were revealed during the course of con-
solidation operations at various points on the core masonry. These holes,
which disturbed and destroyed its cohesion and bearing capacity, were
worked for purposes relating to adapting the bath to new functional re-
quirements, such as the cleaning and replacement of chimney flues and
water pipes. The vertical destructions were connected with the chimney



TIVaywyoug mou apxifouv amd Tn oTddun Twv UTTOKAUOTWV KAl GTAVOUV WG TN
oTéyaon, evw ol oplldvTieg Slavoielg eppavifovtav oTo UPog TG MAIBIVNG {wvng
Kal TIpoéKuYav amod Tnv TomoBETNon cUYXPOVWY CWANVWOEWY VEPOU.

ApxéG TG eméuPaong 6To pvnueio

H mpocéyyion Tng amokataotaong Tou pvnpeiou Baciletal otnv alohdynon oAwv
TWV OTOLXEIWV TToU avtAolvTal and tn AemTopePr] Slepelivnon Kal TeEKUNpiwor
Tou. B&oel TG avaAUTIKAG TEKUNPIWONG, ETTIXEIPEITAL O EVTOTIIOUOG KAl N a&loAdyn-
on GAWV TwV aAloONTIKWY KAl IOTOPIKWV ALV Kal XOPAKTNPIOTIKWY TOU JVNHEOU
0€& ONEG TIG OIKOSOMIKEG KOl KAT' EMEKTAON LOTOPIKEG PAOELS. H eme€epyaoia Twv
OTOLXEIWV TTOU TO 810 TO pvNEIo TTPOCPEPEL ammoTeEl TN povn SiE€odo yia pia eu-
aioONntn W mPo¢ TN dlatrpnon TS AUBEVTIKOTNTAC TOU KTNPIOU TTPOCEYYION.

‘Orrou N MOAATAGTNTA TWV SIAPOPWV KATACKEUAOTIKWV I ETTIOKEVACTIKWY
KOl KOTG OUVETTELQ IOTOPIKWY PACEWV EXEL APNOEL OTOIKEIO AUTA CuVTNPOLUVTAL
Kal avadelkvuovTal Xwpig va XaBouv ixvn, KATOOKEUOOTIKA OTOIXE(d 1 Hop®o-
AOYIKA XOPAKTNPIOTIKA TTOU AVAYOVTAl OE SIOQOPETIKEG KATAOKEVAOTIKEG PA-
o€1C. ATTopaKpUVoVTAL OVO VEWTEPEC KATAOKEVEC Kal EMEPPBAOELC TTou Sev gival
IOTOPIKAG ONUaciag.

Ot emepBaocelg @épouv Tn oepayida TNG EMOXAE LAG KAl Eival avayvVwpiolUeS
Xwpig va Slaomatat n alednTikn votnTa.

AVOKTAOEIC YivovTal o€ UIKPr) KAipaKa, éTav BewpouvTal amapaitnteg, povo
£QOOOV UTIAPXOLV OAPH| OTOIXEIQ, KAl EVOWHATWVOVTAL APHUOVIKA OTIG TOLXOTTOL-
iec. AmokatdoTtaon TNG CLVOXNE TNG SOUNG YiveTal OTTou AUTO eMPBANAETAL YIa
AOYOUC OTATIKAG EMAPKELOG TOU VN UEioU.

Ot emeppdoelg yivovtal Je mapadoolaké TEXVIKEG Kal SOMIKA UAKE, n pop-
@N Kal n o0OTACH TWV OTIOIWV EXEL TTPOKUYEL ATTO UEAETN TWV AUBEVTIKWVY UAI-
KWV SOUNG TOU pvnUEiov. € TTEPITTWOELS TTOU Ol TTapadoolakég pébodol dev
EMAPKOLV, EQAPHOTOVTAL CUYXPOVEG TEXVIKEC TIOU N ATMMOTEAECUATIKOTNTA TOUG
€xel amodelxOei amd mponyoupevn Umelpia, Xwpig uTTEPBONIKES EVIOXVOELG TIOU
Ba €pepav TPAUMATIOHOUG TOU (POPEA KAl TIAPEVEPYELEG OTN CUVEPYATIA TwV
SOUIKWV PEPWV TOU.

flues, which began at the level of the hypocausts and rose to the roof,
while the horizontal ones appear at the level of the brickwork zone and
were created for the installation of modern water pipes.

Principles of the intervention

The restoration of the monument was approached based on an assessment
of all the elements yielded by a detailed study and thorough documenta-
tion. Analytical documentation supported an attempt to identify and evalu-
ate all the aesthetic and historical values and characteristics of the monu-
ment at every construction, and by extension historic, phase of its existence.
Processing the data that the monument itself provides is the only path to an
approach that is sensitive to preserving the authenticity of the building.

Where the multiplicity of different construction or repair — and con-
sequently historic — phases has left evidence, this is retained and pre-
sented, so as to lose no physical trace, structural element or morphologi-
cal characteristic from the several construction phases. Only modern
constructions and interventions, of no historic interest, have been re-
moved.

The interventions bear the stamp of our time, and are identifiable
without detracting from the aesthetic unity of the monument.

Any reconstruction is small-scale, done only where deemed essential
and only when there was clear evidence to work with, and is integrated
harmoniously into the masonry. Where structural cohesion has been re-
stored, this was done for reasons of static sufficiency.

The interventions were performed using traditional techniques and
building materials, the form and composition of which were determined
by studying the original building materials used in the monument. In
cases where the traditional methods were inadequate, the modern tech-
niques applied had all been proved by experience to be effective, with-
out exaggerated reinforcement that would inflict damage on the bear-
ing structure and disturb the synergy of its structural parts.



Eik. 19. H Bohwt
avwdopn Tou pvn-
UEiov TPV TIG EPYQ-
oleg otepéwong -
anokatdotaong.
Fig. 19. The vaulted
upper-structure of
the monument
before the
restoration -
consolidation
project.

Ewk. 21. Eowtepikn
amoyn Tou
pvnueiov mpv Tig
€pYyaoieg
oTEPéWONG -
anokatdotaong.
Fig. 21. View of the
interior before the
restoration -
consolidation
project.

Etk. 20. O tpoUAog
Tou Beppov xwpou
TPV TIG EQYAOTIES
OTEPEWONG - ATTO-
Katdotaong.

Fig. 20. The dome
of the warm room
before the
restoration -
consolidation
project.

Ek. 22, Turjua tou
avatoAikou Toixou
TOU VoTIou Beppol
XWpou aTo eninedo
TWV UTIOKAUOTWV
TPV TIG EQYAOTIES
OTEPEWONG - ATTO-
Katdotaong.

Fig. 22. Part of the
east wall of the
north warm room at
the level of the
hypocausts before
the restoration -
consolidation
project.



Epyacieg oTEpEWONG KAl AMOKATACTACNG

O emepPaoeig mou Eekivnoav to Noéuppto tou 2010 kat ohokAnpwOnkav 1o Ae-
KéUPBpto Tou 2014 oTo TTAAICIO TOU OUWVUHOU, EVTayuévou oTo EXTA 2007-2013,
€pYOU €ixav w¢ 0TOXO TNV amokatdotaon Twv BAapwy, Twv @Oopwy, KaBWE Kat
TNV OTEPEWON KAl EVIOXUOT TOU POPEQ, WOTE TO KAEIOTO YIa SEKAETIEG UV UEio
VO KATOOTE( ETIOKEYIHO.

>tnv MAVOOKTIoT Bohodopia Tou OIKOSOUNATOC, OTA CPAIPIKA TPiywva,
ota MAivBiva @épovta SImda To&a Kal OTIG KARIAPES TOuG, oTa MAivBiva Toéa Twv
Bupwv, Twv SihoPwv Kal TPINOBWV avoIyUATWY Twv TApabUpwy Kal Twv Slaxwpl-
OTIKWV TOIKOTIONWV TIPAYATOTIONONKAV £QYACIEC APAiPEONC UOVOV TOU AIOoa-
Bpwpévou KoviapaTog SGNoNG Kat TAPWOoN Twv Appwy Ue Babl appoAdynua,
OUUTANPWOELS amocaBpwéVwy TAIVOwWVY, TOTTIKEG AVOKTIOEI KATEOTPAUMEVWY
TUNHATWY, OTTOKATACTOON TWV PNYUOTWOEWV KAl EVEUATA, OTIOU ArTAToUuVTaV.

371G Sopnpéveg e AiBoug kat MAivBoug Tolxomolieg mpaypaTonomrBnKav pyo-
ole¢ aVTIKATAOTAONG HOVOV TOU amocaBpwiévou oUVOETIKOU UAIKOU pe Babl ap-
HOASGYNHa, oTropadikég CUPIMANPWOELS ABwV Kal TMAVBwV, armokatdoTaon Twv pny-
MOTWOEWY, AVAKTIOEIC TWV KATESTPAUMEVWVY 1 ATOSIOPYAVWHEVWY TUNHATWY Kal
evéupata émou amartouvtav. Idlaitepn mpoooxri §60nke wote va pnv e€alepBolv
Ta ixvn Twv Sl0POPWY KOTACKEVAOTIKWVY I ETIIOKEVACTIKWY PACEWV. ATIOPOKPUV-
Bnkav pdvov IPOXELPNG KATAOKEUNG “UMAACTPWHATA” TNG VEWTEPNG ETTOXNG.

Ta peydha kevd oTov MUPHAVA TWV TOIKOTTOUWY TOU HVNUEioU oTI Béoelg Sidvol-
&NG TWV KATAKOPUPWV KamTvaywywv amotéAecav pia laitépwg xpovoPopa Siadl-
Kaoia emépBaong, KaBw¢ amartiOnKe: a) TPOCEKTIKOC KABAPIOUOE KAl AMTOUAKPUV-
on peydAwv mocoTATwyY AlBAANS, meopévwv MAivBwv, AiBwv kal amocabpwpévwv
KoVIaudTwy, B) IS1aUTEPWCE TIPOCEKTIKI AVTIOTHPIEN TWV ATTOSIOPYAVWEVWY QUTWY
TUNUATWY TNG TOIXOTTONOG KAl TNG UTTEPKEiEVNG BoAodopiag, y) peTakivnon Twv B¢-
oWV TWV avTioTnpifewv katd v e€ENEN Twv epyactwy, 6) e€uyiavon tng anodi-
OPYOAVWUEVNG TIOPAKEIUEVNG TIEPLOXNG KAl €) EMUEANG AVAKTNON WOTE VA OIOKATO-
o1abei n cuvoxri Kat n eépouaa IKavdTNTa TG Totxomoliag, Katd tn Sidpkela autwy
TWV €PYAcIwV SOONKE PéPIUVA OTNV AMTOKATACTACN TOU EEAEPIOOU TOU XWPEOU

Consolidation and restoration operations

The interventions, which began in November 2010 and were complet-
ed in December 2014 in the framework of the project included in the
NSRF 2007-2013 programme, were designed to make good the dam-
age and stabilise and strengthen the bearing structure so that, after
being closed for decades, the monument could at last be opened to
the public.

In the brickwork vaults, the pendentives, the brickwork double sup-
porting arches and vaults, the brickwork arches of the doorways, the
double- and triple-lights of the windows and the partition walls, de-
cayed mortar only was removed and the joints repointed in depth,
badly worn bricks were repaired, local patching was done where nec-
essary, and cracks were filled and repaired, using injections where re-
quired.

In the case of the mixed masonry, decayed mortar only was removed
and the joints repointed in depth, some stones and bricks were repaired,
cracks were filled, missing or crumbling sections were rebuilt where es-
sential, and injections were made where required. Particular care was
taken not to erase the traces of the different construction or repair phas-
es. Only modern “plastering over” work was removed.

The large empty spaces created in the core of the masonry for the
chimney flues necessitated a particularly time-consuming intervention
procedure, which involved: a) careful clearing and removal of large
quantities of soot, fallen brick, stone and disintegrated mortar, b) partic-
ularly careful shoring of these disintegrated areas of masonry and the
vaulting above, c) moving the shoring as the work progressed, d) repair-
ing the damaged adjacent areas and e) careful rebuilding to restore the
cohesion and bearing capacity of the masonry. Throughout the
progress of this work care was taken to restore the ventilation of the hy-
pocaust area by activating some air ducts for the better maintenance of



Etk. 23. KaB' 0pog Siapmepric KataoTpogr Tng Tolxomoliag mou dpxi(e amo tn oTabun
TWV UTIOKAUOTWV Kall £QTAVE WG TO EMMESO TWV OTEYWV.

Fig. 23. Vertical destruction of the masonry, which began at the level of the hypocausts
and rose to the roof.

Etk. 24-26. Epyaoicc otepéwong.
Fig. 24-26. Consolidation works.

I},



TWV UTTOKAUOTWV PEOW TNG §pactneIomoinong KATOIWY AgEPAYWYWV YIa TNV KAAr
S1aTPNON TOU XWPEOU KAl LETA TN AEN TWV EQYACIWV.

MNa 1a oplévTia kevd mou davoixdnkav otn Béon tng mMAiveivng {wvng e
okomo TN SIEAEVON TWV CUYXPOVWV CWANVWOEWV USPELUONG, AMAITAONKE N
avAKTNoN PEYANOU TUARMATOC TNE TMAIVOIVNG {WVNG OE IKPOTEPO 1 LEYANUTEPO
[3dBog avdaloya pe TNV €KTaon TNG KATACTPOPNG.

AVOKTAOEIG ONOKANPWVY KATECTPAUMEVWY TUNUATWY 0TN Bdon tng SlaxwploTi-
KNG —pHeTa&L Tou Bepol Xwpou Kat TG SeEAEVIC— TOIKOTTOLAC ATaTBNKAV YIa TN
OOUIKA AmOKATACTAON KAl TN OTATIKK EMAPKELN TOU PvnEiov. H ouykekpiévn Tot-
xorolia, Aoyw Twv Slapopwv Slavoi€ewv Kal Twv KAKOTEXVWV EMEUBACEWV TTOU UTIE-
071N Katd Kapoug yia ) dnpioupyia S10dwv Siéleuong Tou Beppol aépa TPog Ta
UMIOKAUOTA, TIAPOUGIAE EVTUTIWOIOKA HIKPH EM@QAvela €5paong, YEYOVOS TIou Katd
To MAPENBOV TIPOKAAETE Kal TNV KATAPPEUON UTIEPKEIEVOU TURATOG. ATToKaTa-
OTABNKE N KevTpIkn TowTr Siodo¢ Tou gival kal N TOAAGTEPN €K TWV CWIOUEVWV.

AmokaTtaoTtdOnkav 6ol amnd Toug TECCIOKOUC TWV UMTOKAUGTWY EVTOTTIOTNKAV
KATEOTPAWMEVOL, KABWCE Kal n pépouaca dopr Tou umepkeipevou damédou amnd Ai-
Biveg MAAKEC. 2T cuvéxela emavatomoBeTHONKAV ol GW{OUEVEG MOPUAPIVEG TIAG-
Ke¢ Tou Samédou Kal akoAoUBNoE CUUMARPWOT] TOU HIE VEEC UAPHAPIVES TINAKEC.

3TNV avwdor Tpaypatonorinkav: a) armokataoTtaon Twv MAivEivwy odovtw-
TWv yeiowv, Bacel Twv owldpevwy, P) epyaoieg EEOUAAIVONG TWV EMPAVEIWV TNG
otéyaonc Kat SIapdpewong Twv KAGEWV amoppor¢ Twv opfpiwv uddtwy Kaly) ano-
KOTAOoTOOoN TNE KEPAUWONG E Xelpomointa Kepapidia, TomoBetnuéva koAupntd.

MNa tnv €vioxuon Tou pvnpeiou TomoBeTONKav EAKUCTHPEG amd avo&eidw-
To X&AuBa ota TPIBNAA TOU KEVTPIKOU XWPOU Kal OTIG KAUAPES TOU TTPOOAAG-
pou kat g de€apevic. Emiong, TomoBeTriBnkav HeETAANKA TAaio1a evioxuong
OTA ONUEIN TWV EKATTOVTWVY TOLXOTTOUWY TOU TTPOOANAIOU.

3TA AVOIYHATA TOU TPOUAOU Kal OTIC PWTIOTIKEC OTTEC TNG OTEYAONC TOTTODE-
™ONKav véa PETAANIKA Slagpdyuata pe valootdola ac@aleiog. Xta Bupaia
avoiyuata Tou pvnueiov TomoBeTriBnkav véa peTaAlNika Bupwpata.

Ot emepfdoelg 0to 0UVOAS TOUG €yivav BAoEL TwV TTIPOSIAYPAPWY TNG EYKE-
KPILEVNG MEAETNG HE SUMPBATA UAIKA Kal EYKEKPIEVNG oVOTAONG TTAPASOCIOKA

the site once the work was complete.

The horizontal openings in the brickwork zone created to permit the
installation of modern water pipes made it necessary to rebuild a large
part of the brickwork, the depth of the intervention depending on the
extent of the damage.

Whole areas of masonry at the base of the dividing wall between
the caldarium and the water reservoir had to be rebuilt to achieve the
structural restoration and static sufficiency of the monument. Due to
the various openings and the clumsy interventions carried out from
time to time to create hot air vents, this masonry presented an astonish-
ingly small footing, which in the past had caused some of the wall
above to collapse. The central archway, which is the oldest of those sur-
viving, was restored.

Any piers in the hypocaust that had been destroyed were repaired,
as was the bearing structure of the floor above, made of stone slabs. The
surviving marble paving stones were then relaid, and the gaps filled with
new marble paving stones.

The work on the superstructure included: a) restoring the brickwork
dentil cornices, based on surviving material, b) levelling the roofline and
creating the proper pitch to assure runoff, and c) retiling the roof with
hand-crafted tiles set in mortar.

To reinforce the monument, stainless steel tie-bars were placed in
the triple archway of the main room and in the vaults of the antecham-
ber and the reservoir. Metal support frames were also installed at points
in the antechamber where masonry was missing.

New metal frames with safety glass were fitted to the windows in the
dome and the skylights in the roof. New metal frames were also fitted to
the doorways.

The interventions as a whole were carried out according to the speci-
fications in the approved study, with compatible materials and mortars
of approved composition. In every case the new bricks are of the same



consolidation project.

Amoyn tou pvnpeiou amd NA
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27.
amokatdotaong.
. 27. View from SE after the
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Koviapata. Ot S1a0TACEIG Kal IBIAITEPWCE TO TIAXOG TWV VEWV TAIVOWV CUPQWVEI
TIAVTA IE QUTEG TWV TIPOG AVTIKATACTAON.

Meé TNV OAOKAPWON TWV EPYACIWV OTEPEWONG KAl AMOKATACTAoNC Tou Bula-
VTIVOU AouTpoU, 75 xpovia PETA Tnv Tavon e Aeltoupyiag Tou, anodidetat oTnv
TIOAN TNG ©E00ANOVIKNG KOl TOUG ETIIOKENTEC TNG €VA ONUAVTIKO KOOUIKO UVNIEIO,
EYYEYPAUMEVO OTOV KATAAOYO UVNUEIWVY TTAYKOOMIAE TTIOMTIOTIKAG KANPOVOUILAG
G UNESCO.

®avri Pefubiadou Kwvotavtivog ©. Pamtng
APXITEKTWV-AvaoTnNAWTIIG Apxatordyog

Ewk. 28. Amoyn
TWV OTEYWV META
TIG EpYQOieg
0TEPEWONG -
amoKatdoTaong.
Fig. 28. View of the
roof after

the restoration -
consolidation
project.

(S
oo

size as those they were replacing, with particular attention paid to
matching their thickness.

With the completion of this consolidation and restoration work, the
Byzantine bath is returning to the city of Thessaloniki and its visitors, 75
years after suspending its operation, as an important secular monument,
with a place in the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage list.

Fani Revithiadou Konstantinos T. Raptis
Architect-Restorer Archaeologist




Eik. 29. H voTia 6yn
UETA TIG EPYOOIEC
0TEPEWONG -
anokatdotaong.

Fig. 29. The S facade
after the restoration -
consolidation project.




Etk. 30. To avatoAiko
THUAMA TNG vOTIaE OYNng
UETA TIG EPYQOie
OTEPEWONG -
anokatdotaong.

Fig. 30. The east part of
the S fagade after the
restoration -
consolidation project.
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Eik. 31. H Bopeta 6yn
UETA TIG EpYaTie
0TEPEWONG -
QMOKATAOTAONG.

Fig. 31. The N fagade
after the restoration -
consolidation project.
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Eik. 32. Ta §idoPa kat tpihofa mapdbupa ¢ voTiag (a-B) kat tng Bopeiag (y) 0Ung HETA TIC pYaie; 0TEPEWONG - AMTOKATACTACNG.
Fig. 32. The two- and three-light windows of the S (a-b) and the N (c) fagade after the restoration - consolidation project.




Etk. 33-34. Eowteptkn dmoyn tou YAlapou xwpou (YMapoyUxpiov) LETA TIC EPYATiES OTEPEWANG - AMOKATAGTAONG.
Fig. 33-34. Interior view of the warm room (tepidarium) after the restoration - consolidation project.




Eik. 35. Eowtepikr dmoyn tou xMapou xwpou (yhiapoyiypiov)  Eik. 36. ECWTEPIKR GMOYN TOU LVNPEIOU HETA TIC EPYAOIEC OTEPEWONG - ATTOKATACTAONG,
HETA TIC £PYOOIEC OTEPEWONG - AMTOKATAOTAONG. Fig. 36. Interior view of the monument after the restoration - consolidation project.

Fig. 35. Interior view of the warm room (tepidarium) after the

restoration - consolidation project.




Ewk. 37-38. Ecwtepikri amoyn tou Beppol xwpou (BeppoAoutripiov) UETA TIC EQYAOIEG OTEPEWONG - AMTOKATACTACNG.
Fig. 37-38. Interior view of the hot room (caldarium) after the restoration - consolidation project.




Ewk. 39. Eowrtepikr) dmoyn Tou Beppou xwpou (Bepporoutripiov) Eik. 40. Eowtepikn amoyn ¢ BodwTrg avwdounc Tou Beppol xwpou.
HETA TIC E0YATIE OTEPEWONG - ATMOKATAGTAONG. Fig. 40. Interior view of the vaulted upper-structure of the hot room.
Fig. 39. Interior view of the hot room (caldarium) after the resto-

ration - consolidation project.
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