Basic Guidelines for Mid-Term Exam
‘Utopia and Dystopia in British Theatre’
Spring Semester, 2026, UoP
1. Re-read the plays we discussed in class and/or read about them (The Birds, The Tempest, The Blazing World, The Convent of Pleasure, Bloody Poetry) especially in relation to the historical period in which they were produced.
2. Understand the material in the documents uploaded on eclass (my Powerpoint slides, the essay by Sargent, the journal article ‘What is the ideal World’).
3. Study the differences and similarities between the various utopian theories in order to be able to ‘apply’ them to the dramatic texts we have read.
4. In particular, think about the theories by: Ruth Levitas, Lucy Sargisson, David Harvey, Lyman Sargent, Ernst Bloch and how each draws from one or more others, i.e. has developed ‘in dialogue’ with the others.
5. Some questions will ask you to analyse an extract in relation to one or more theories, e.g. Immersive theatre as well as classic drama. 
6. Consider how the concept of ‘utopia’ has developed in the 20th and 21st centuries.

Other Tips
Write as clearly as possible. Very small handwriting is difficult to understand. 
Use formal language and hedging where needed.
May use the personal pronoun ‘I’ but do not overdo it.
Proof-read your paper before you hand it in.
Do not exceed the word limit, but especially try not to write less than the required limit. 
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