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What is a Response Paper? 
A written essay that provides a personal opinion regarding a piece of work that focuses on your thoughts, feelings and rationalizations about what’s discussed in the original work. This requires analysis and a focused reaction.

Basic Guidelines for a Response/Reaction Paper
1. Know the material very well. Read the play several times and watch a film version if it exists. Take notes on aspects you find interesting (characters, setting, stage directions, language use, context, etc.)
2. Organize your reaction. Take notes of anything that causes you a strong reaction and think about/reflect on why it does. Consider you opinion on the plot, the character’s reaction, the ending, the ‘message’, etc. 
3. The structure is similar to an essay but not exactly. It should include:
a. The name and author of the work.
b. A brief summary of the work. It should be concise and offer just enough information to the reader to follow your argument. 
c. The introductory paragraph should end with a ‘thesis statement’. This shows what your point of view is in relation to the topic of the paper. For example, ‘The symbolism of Arthur Miller’s The Crucible expands beyond the references to the MacCarthy ‘witch hunts’ to encompass all forms of ideological fundamentalism and suppression of free speech’. 

4. Main Body 
a. Discuss topics, themes or subjects that most stood out for you. Use direct quotes from the text. 
b. How does the text relate to present day issues?
c. What was your initial response and then your reaction after a second reading of the text?
d. Does the text relate to your life, feelings or experiences?
e. What emotions did you experience while reading the text?
f. Did the text change your perspective on a topic or issue?
g. Would you recommend this text to someone else?
h. Use short paragraphs to discuss each issue.
 
5. Conclusion
a. Summarize your reactions, ideas and arguments concerning the text. Point to some interesting areas of exploration or recommendations. 
b. Do not introduce new ideas.

Other Tips
Start your Introduction with an interesting ‘hook’ that will catch your reader’s attention.
Format your work properly if you use references.
Use formal language and hedging (writing with caution) where needed. For example, ‘Miller’s ending may be too pessimistic for today’s viewers’. It seems that Miller’s viewpoint was rather dark.
May use the personal pronoun ‘I’, ‘we’, ‘you’.
Provide a summary in your conclusion of your arguments, remembering to answer the ‘so what’ question (why is this important). 
Proof-read your paper before you hand it in.

Actions Not to Take 
 Do not wait too long to start writing. Remember that reading and understanding the texts are only the first steps toward putting the paper together. 
 Do not write an autobiographical essay. Reaction/response papers are not about how you feel—even how you feel about the texts. They are not simply a venue for you to say whether you like or dislike the texts. Give praise or blame where you think it is due but avoid commendation or condemnation for its own sake. 
 Do not just summarize the texts. You are supposed to be reacting or responding to them, not simply repeating what they say. If there is no analysis involved, then you have not responded, only regurgitated. 
 If there are things in the text that you don’t understand, do not try to gloss over them. Try to find out what the text means. Ask questions of your instructor. If you still cannot make sense of an argument in a text, then it may be the case that the argument does not in fact make sense.
Tips for preparing to write a Response Paper
1. Know the material: Thoroughly understand the text and take notes to remember key points.
2. Organize your reaction: make an outline of you notes so that your ideas have some order.
3. Include in your Introduction: a brief, ‘objective’ summary of the plot, the name and author of the play, refrain from expressing your opinions except for the thesis statement.
4. Explore your reactions: discussion of topics, themes and subjects that stood out for you. Consider these questions: how does this relate to other plays read in the course, how does it relate to the wider context of the play, how does it relate to the overall themes of the course, how does it relate to present-day concerns, what was your initial reaction and after re-reading it, how does the play relate to your life, feelings and experiences, what emotions did you experience while reading the play and what was you final emotional reaction at the end, did the text increase your understanding of a particular issue or topic, did it change your perspective on that issue, would you recommend it to others to read in relation to these topics. 
Use concise, short paragraphs for every topic, theme or emotion and introduce a new paragraph for each topic. Maintain consistency and a clear flow throughout your essay.
5. Summarize your thoughts: Avoid introducing new ideas that haven’t been mentioned. Summarize what you have expressed and in the conclusion, sum up ideas and arguments you have developed in the body of the essay. Don’t forget to proofread before handing it in!

Primary Texts
Eugene O’Neill, All God’s Chillun Got Wings
Tennessee Williams, Cat on a Hot, Tin Roof
Arthur Miller, The Crucible
Edward Albee, The Death of Bessie Smith
Edward Albee, The American Dream

